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Understanding NCSC Writing Feedback for Students 
 

The writing portion of the NCSC English Language Arts (ELA) test required students to create a 

response to a writing prompt with built-in supports as well as to answer multiple-choice questions.  
 

Students responded to both the writing prompt and the multiple-choice questions in a variety of 
ways based on their mode of communication (e.g., eye gaze, responding with an Augmentative 

and Alternative Communication Device, pointing to pictures).  
 
This year, the responses to the writing prompt were not included in the overall ELA score. Only 

the responses to the multiple-choice writing questions were included in each student’s ELA score.  
 

The information in this report is intended to provide feedback on the student's performance to 
guide instructional decisions and to identify areas where the student may need additional support 

to improve writing skills.   
 
In future administrations of the test, student responses to the writing prompt will be scored and 

will be included in the overall ELA score.  
 

Three writing traits were measured in the writing prompt: 

 Organization (Trait 1) - The structure and order of a piece of writing. 

 Idea Development (Trait 2) - The details and information used to convey meaning to the 
reader. 

 Conventions (Trait 3) - The mechanics of writing including the use of punctuation, and 
grammar and usage. 
 

Your district/school Test Coordinator will be receiving the “Student Roster Report” describing 
student results on the writing prompt.  You may use the writing rubric to inform your teaching. 

 

The key to for the reports and grade level rubrics are included on the next several pages.  

 



Below is the key to use to interpret the feedback in the Student Roster Reports. 

                                                        

In addition, the following rubrics were used to determine the feedback you will receive based on 
the student’s final writing product. 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

If you have any questions, contact Audra Ahumada at 602.542.4061 or Audra.Ahumada@azed.gov. 


